
 

BURTLE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

A meeting of Burtle Parish Council was held on Wednesday 3rd December 2025 at 7.30pm in 

the Village Hall.  

 

68 PRESENT  

Councillor R Dallimore (chairman) 

Councillor J Hedges 

Councillor N Ponsillo  

Councillor J Porter 

Somerset Councillor Theo Butt Philip 

 

69 APOLOGIES 

Councillor S Bull (vice chairman)  

Somerset Councillor H Munt 

 

70 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None noted 

 

71 DISPENSATIONS 

None were sought 

 

72 RESIGNATION OF CHAIRMAN 

The Chairman welcomed Somerset Councillor Theo Butt Philip, Lead Member for 

Transformation, Human Resources and Localities who had come to speak to Cllrs about their 

disillusionment regarding contact with Somerset Council and the fact that they don’t feel the 

role of parish Council is relevant any more.   

Cllrs outlined examples of lack of response from Somerset Council especially with regard to 

Planning Enforcement. He was provided with a list of the many outstanding enforcement 

issues in the parish.   

He explained that Parish Councils are valued but Somerset Council has staffing issues which 

are currently being resolved and are working to improve relations with Parish Councils. 

 

The chairman thanked Cllr Butt Philip for coming and he left the meeting 

  

73 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

Minutes of the meetings held on 5th November 2025 were agreed and signed.  

 

74 MATTERS ARISING 

Highways – Mark Rd email received 31.10.25 to say work completed. Responded to email 

and photos sent to say worst parts not done saying that it required more work which will 

require road closure. Some more work has been carried out but there is still a large variance 

in height in the road surface. 

Waste dropped in Burtle Road, Westhay which is believed to contain asbestos, Reported 

on 15.11.25. Plastic barriers put by it; these have now been knocked over but nothing else 

done.  

Bridge at Redgate and Catcott Broad Drove – further email and photos to show increased 

deterioration in bridge in Catcott Broad Drove but still no response from Bridges dept. 

Drainage work at Catcott Broad Drove –nothing to report 

Restart a heart training – Café Burtle dates have been submitted to Dorset and Somerset 

Air Ambulance and awaiting response. Nathan Chard, Burtle defibrillator guardian, will also 

try to attend. 

Defib – new pads fitted. 

 

 



75 FINANCE  

Cil Payments due on Burtle Inn – Somerset Council has replied that the matter is still with 

their legal dept. 

 

Invoices for payment 

Mr W Pople  Grass cutting Sandpit Oct 2025  £ 45.00 

 

Proposed Cllr R Dallimore   Seconded Cllr J Hedges 

 

 

76 PLANNING 

Applications –  

None notified  

 

Decisions -  

55/25/00006 Certificate of Lawfulness for the existing use of land and buildings as a 

residential dwelling (C3 use) at Little Acre, Catcott Road, Burtle, TA7 8NG 

 

     REFUSED by Somerset North Planning  

Councillors wish to minute their disappointment with this decision bearing in mind the 

number of unauthorised buildings that have been allowed to develop a little further 

along the road.  

 

77 TRAFFIC THROUGH THE VILLAGE AND ROAD MARKINGS  

SID is repaired now but there are concerns that it is not always in operation. Enquiries to be 

made. 

 

78 ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 

Robins Drive Mobile home with large conservatory extension, removal of hedgerow, 

creation of hard standing. Drainage Board contacted re filling of drainage ditch. Enforcement 

department have this under enquiry. 

Land to west of Robins Drive large quantities of hardcore have been imported to cover the 

site in hard standing.  

Catcott Broad Drove Further land cleared and long stretch of fencing erected on eastern side 

of the road. Reported to Enforcement and Natural England. Barbed wire has been put on the 

fencing and this has been reported to Highways dept as it is believed to be in contravention of 

Highways Act 1980.  

 

79 CORRESPONDENCE 

SALC Training re new Audit requirements 8.12.25. and 12.1.26 

 

80 ITEMS OF INTEREST 

Poppy Collection in Burtle raised £549.16. Letter of thanks to be sent to organiser, Barbara 

Vowles.  

 

81 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING  

Wednesday 7th January 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  

    

There being no further business the chairman closed the meeting at 8.25pm.  

 

 

 

 

Signed ..............................................................................Date....................... 


